The Triduum of the Dead
“AllHallowTide”
Feast of
Hallowee , Al Saint , & Al Soul
Halloween (Eve of All Saints), October 31st
Throughout history, Catholics have recognized the universal
good or truth or how St. Paul said, "whatever is true,
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious" (Phil 4:8) from
other cultures. This has been referred to as "baptizing"
customs. But neo-pagans try to rewrite history to claim that
nearly every Christian celebration or custom has pagan origins, claiming that
Halloween is entirely based on Celt or Druid origins. While we can find a few "baptized" customs in
Halloween, Catholics can proudly say that Halloween is a Catholic holiday.
The name "Halloween” comes from the older English, where saints or holy people were called
"hallowed." All Saints Day was "All Hallows’ Day" or “Hallowmas,” and the evening, or "e'en" before
the feast became popularly known as "All Hallows' Eve" or abbreviated, "Hallowe'en" or our modern
"Halloween."
The origin of the solemnity of All Saints began in the early centuries in Church, originally designated
as the Feast of All Martyrs.
By 840 the feast title changed to "All Saints" to include not only martyrs, but all the saints in heaven.
England and Ireland celebrated this feast on November 1st and by 844, Pope Gregory IV transferred
the feast of All Saints to November 1st in the General Roman Calendar, timing it around the fall
harvest to be able to provide food for the pilgrims to Rome.
It was not until 1484 that the first of November became a holy day of obligation with a separate vigil
and an eight-day period or octave to celebrate the feast. Nearly 500 years later, in
1955, the octave and vigil of All Saints were removed, but since the feast of All
Saints is a solemnity, the evening vigil begins the observance of the feast:

There is no right or wrong way to celebrate, and no one should tell you otherwise. But as the
Jack-O-Lanterns are being carved and the final touches put on the costumes, a few thoughts this eve
before Halloween:
1. Dispelling the Myth of “Roots of Paganism”: Father Steve Grunow, of Word on Fire, has
an excellent post on Halloween: It’s Time for Catholics to Embrace Halloween. I especially
appreciated his explanations distinguishing the differences of neo-paganism and ancient
paganism. There has been a reinventing of history by modern pagans and how the roots of
finding this “paganism” stems from the Protestant Reformation. He also addresses the criticism
of “baptizing” these pagan customs (emphasis mine):
“I realize popular religiosity is a complex phenomenon and the Church in Europe did
intentionally assimilate many cultural practices that were more ancient than its own practices,
but it did so selectively and with a keen sense of discernment. The end result was not simply
that a veneer of Christianity was placed on top of an ancient pagan ethos, but that a new
cultural matrix was created, one that was Christian to its core. It is a gross
mischaracterization and oversimplification to assert that you can just scratch the
surface of medieval Christianity and what rises up is paganism.”
We need to stop listening to these criticisms that eschew all of Halloween with this simple idea
that it’s all based on paganism.

2. Green Light for Trick-or-Treating: The Church
has never condemned Halloween practices. The only
condemnation are strictly in regards to the occult or
other such matters. Your children can trick-or-treat and
carve Jack-O-Lanterns and wear costumes without any
guilt. It’s unfortunate that in some Catholic communities
there is an opposite peer pressure to make someone
feel guilty for enjoying these simple pleasures.

3. Contemplating sin, evil, and death—a Catholic thing: It has been an inherently Catholic
practice to remember evil, to contemplate death, and to face our sins. Halloween isn’t the only
day that involves costumes and revelry that show this “dark” side. Carnival time, aka Mardi
Gras, is another example where we see some of this focus on evil and sin. Although it’s not the
ideal way to get to heaven, sometimes we need some scare tactics to remember that this
world is not the final end.
Oh, I know. There are horrid and indecent costumes,
and there are some wiccan and witch evil atrocities
happening somewhere. It spoils some of the
Halloween fun. But the children I know aren’t
embracing the evil, this a night of fun. I’m visiting
my mother-in-law whose town always celebrates
Halloween on Thursday, so we did our little
trick-or-treating last night. We saw so many
children and grown-ups in costumes, with
nothing inappropriate, scary or ties in the occult.

4. Enjoying when the Liturgical Year, Solar Calendar, and Secular Holiday all Converge: As
the Church nears the end of Ordinary Time and the Liturgical Year, the Lectionary and Mass
propers exhort us to focus on the Four Last Things (death, judgment, heaven, hell) plus
Purgatory. We are encouraged to remember and prepare for our death, the Second Judgment,
and Second Coming of Christ. We will reach a culmination during November, with the addition
of the month being dedicated to the Souls in Purgatory and the feasts of All Saints and All
Souls.
Meanwhile, our solar calendar in the Northern Hemisphere reflects this focus on the Last
Things with the seasons of autumn and winter. The secular Halloween holiday also coincides
with the solar and Liturgical calendar. How often do all our worlds collide together? As
Catholics we should embrace this moment!
There is no reason to be apologetic when celebrating Halloween. The innocent pleasures of this
secular holiday aren’t evil, and the Catholic ties are there.

Happy Halloween!
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The Solemnity of All Saints, November 1

Today the Church celebrates all the saints: canonized or beatified, and the multitude of
those who are in heaven enjoying the beatific vision that
are only known to God. During the early centuries, the
Saints venerated by the Church were all martyrs. Later on,
the Popes set November 1st as the day for commemorating
all the Saints. We all have this "universal call to holiness."
What must we do in order to join the company of the saints
in heaven? We "must follow in His footsteps and conform
[our]selves to His image seeking the will of the Father in all
things. [We] must devote [our]selves with all [our] being to
the glory of God and the service of [our] neighbor. In this
way, the holiness of the People of God will grow into an
abundant harvest of good, as is admirably shown by the life
of so many saints in Church history" (Lumen Gentium, 40).
Don't forget to pray for the Souls in Purgatory from
November 1st to the 8th.

During the year, the Church celebrates one by one the
feasts of the saints. Today, she joins them all in
one festival. In addition to those whose names
she knows, she recalls in a magnificent vision all
the others "of all nations and tribes standing
before the throne and in sight of the Lamb,
clothed with white robes, and palms in their
hands, proclaiming Him who redeemed them in
His Blood."
The feast of All Saints should inspire us with
tremendous hope. Among the saints in heaven
are some whom we have know, all lived on
earth lives like us. They were baptized, marked
with the sign of faith, they were faithful to Christ's teaching, and they have gone before
us to the heavenly home where they will call on us to follow them. The Gospel of the
Beatitudes, read today, while it shows their happiness, it also shows, the road that they
followed; there is no other that will lead us where they have gone.

Things to Do:
● Visiting a cemetery and
praying for the dead during
the Octave of All Saints'
Day (November 1st
through November 8th) will
gain a plenary indulgence
that can be applied only to
the souls in purgatory. On
other days, this work gains
a partial indulgence.

● Spend a little time after Mass thanking God for all the unnamed saints, some of
whom are our own relatives.
● Have a special meal and if you have young children have them dress up like
saints and play games.
● Pray the Litany of the Saints -- you could make it really special by chanting it ("he
who sings prays twice") and you could read an explanation of this litany, which is
considered the model of all other litanies.

The Feast All Souls, November 2

This feast connects us with the “su ering souls” in our Communion of Saints. The Book of
Maccabees tells us to pray for the dead as a way of loosening them from their sins.
In the West, there is ample evidence of the custom of praying for the dead in the
inscriptions of the catacombs, with their constant prayers for the peace of the souls of the
departed and in the early liturgies, which commonly contain commemorations of the dead.
Tertullian, Cyprian, and other early Western Fathers witness to the regular practice of
praying for the dead among the early Christians. The theological basis for the feast is the
doctrine that the souls which, on departing from the body, are not perfectly cleansed from
venial sins or have not fully atoned for past transgressions, are debarred from the Beatiﬁc
Vision, and that the faithful on earth can help them by prayers, alms deeds and especially
by the sacriﬁce of the Mass. Because Purgatory is outside of time and space, it is not
necessarily accurate to speak of a location or duration in Purgatory.

Things to do to celebrate this Feast:
1. Light a candle in your home for your deceased family and friends.
Perhaps even put a picture of them next to the candle today (Nov. 2nd).
2. Consider placing a picture of your deceased loved one in one of our
churches for the month of November.
3. Hippolytus (A.D. 235) mentions praying for the dead in the context of
Holy Mass. And this we still do. Have a Mass said for someone during the
upcoming year. Don’t forget about our Mass o ered at 6 p.m. on
Wednesday November 2 for the commemoration of all the Faithful
Departed at St. Columba Church. As well as, going to the St. Columba cemetery at 5 pm to
pray and visit with loved ones and deceased parishioners.
4. Attend the parish Remembrance Service on November 6th, 4 p.m. at St. Vincents.
5. A wonderful activity on this day is to do a little family genealogy. Make a chart with the
names of the children, then parents, grandparents and great-grandparents, and uncles and
aunts if you can ﬁt
them in. Tell your
children what you
know about these
people, especially any
faith stories you have.
Teach them, “Eternal
rest grant unto them, O
Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon
them.” Isabella prays
for Grandpa Jack,
James prays for great
Uncle Harry.
6. Did you know a
plenary indulgence can
be gained for a soul in
Purgatory by visiting a
church or cemetery on
this day? Pray for a
certain soul, go to Confession and receive Communion within about twenty days and be free
from any attachment to sin.
7. Finally, a wonderful practice during
November is to add, “May the souls
of the faithfully departed rest in
peace” when saying Grace before
meals.

